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action.1 The spread oi enlightenment has on the whole
probably operated to cast more work upon the Govern-
ment of India; for the growth of national feeling
among the educated classes has raised many questions*
of a general -nature with which only the Government
of India could deal and increased the habit of invok-
ing its intervention.
49. Let us glance at the list of work which the
administrative departments of the Government of
India deal with not at first-hand, but as supervising
and appellate authority. To the Home Department
are referred questions from the provinces affecting the
Indian Civil Service, internal politics, jails, police, the
civil medical service, law and justice, and courts; the
departments under the Revenue Member are similarly
concerned with revenue, surveys, forests, agriculture,
veterinary administration, meteorology, and famine and
public works and irrigation ; the Political Department
with such Native States as are in political relations
with local Governments; the Finance Department with
opium, stamps, income-tax, and the pay, leave, and
pensions of the services; the Department of Commerce
with commerce, exhibitions, factories, mining, explo-
sives, emigration, fisheries, salt, and excise ; the Depart-
ment of Education with education, local self-govern-
ment, sanitation, and so forth. All these spheres of
business are primarily the concern of local Govern-
1 Lord Curzon felt * irritated surprise * at the isolation of
the Governments of Madras and Bombay. He wrote to the
Secretary of State on May 17, 1899, "Decentralisation is all
very well, but it appears to me in the case of Bombay and
Madras to have been carried to a point in which the supreme
Government is nowhere, and in which the petty kings of those
dominions are even unconscious that responsibility attaches to
any one but themselves." In a despatch to the Secretary of
State, September 2,8, 1899, the Government of India suggested
that Madras and Bombay should be reduced to the same foot-
ing as the other ^ major provinces. The British Cabinet were
* practically unanimous' in their opposition to this proposal.
See Ronaldshay, The Life of Lord Curzon, Vol. II, pp. 56-60,
416. By creating the North-West Frontier Province Lord
Curzon deprived the Punjab Government of its control over
frontier affairs, which were brought under the direct super-
vision of the Government of India. See Ronaldshay The Life
of Lord Curzon, Vol. II, pp. 4445, 55, 131-140.